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It’s not as hard as before 1927 to cross the Gila here…

 



…but farm equipment 
sometimes has 
problems…

(e.g. Accident – 8-8-07)



Over Eight Decades of Collision Damages



Straighten SuperstructureStraighten Superstructure

Install Guard and Barrier RailsInstall Guard and Barrier Rails

Repair and Replace Roller BearingsRepair and Replace Roller Bearings

Replace Cracked Deck & CurbReplace Cracked Deck & Curb



Repave Bridge ApproachesRepave Bridge Approaches

Repair & Protect PiersRepair & Protect Piers

Time, traffic, accidents and our Time, traffic, accidents and our 
Arizona climate have taken their tollArizona climate have taken their toll……

Gillespie Dam Bridge

Inspection Inspection 
Year Year 

Sufficiency 
Rating

19961996 62.69%62.69%
19991999 48.77%48.77%
20002000 49.40%49.40%
20022002 49.25%49.25%
20042004 47.20%47.20%
20062006 44.90%44.90%

Bridge Safety Ratings Keep Dropping!Bridge Safety Ratings Keep Dropping!



Why Should We Care?



Local Farmers & Ranchers Rely 
on the Bridge & Old US 80

Three School Districts Use the Bridge Several Times a Day  
- Arlington and Gila Bend & Buckeye Union High School Districts 

Old US 80 and the Gillespie Dam Bridge 
serve as a vital evacuation route for the 
Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station

…and as a detour 
when SR 85 is closed 
due to accidents



Historic Bridge Restoration
• Gillespie Dam Bridge documented in 

Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER) on file at the Library of Congress

• Gillespie Dam Bridge Restoration 
supported by engineering organizations

 



Historic Bridge Restoration
• Gillespie Dam Bridge listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places
in 1981

• Gillespie Dam Bridge Restoration 
supported by preservation organizations

Arizona Preservation Foundation

Arizona Heritage Alliance

State Historic Preservation Office



Historic Bridge Restoration
• Farmers, ranchers, school 

districts, businesses, 
cyclists, bikers and civic 
groups support restoration

207 Petition Signatures
received as of 6-6-08



What’s Changed in the past 5 years?
• Documented Historic American Engineering Record 

(HAER) – on file at the Library of Congress
• Applied for ADOT Bridge Rehabilitation funding - $1M
• Consultation with State Historic Preservation Office
• Completed Design Concept Report
• Applied for Enhancement Funds
• Community Scoping Outreach
• Value Engineering Project
• Archaeological Reports
• Community participation

– Gila Bend Shrimp Festival



Historic Bridge Restoration Phases
•• Phase OnePhase One – Repair/rehabilitation to allow 

superstructure to function as designed and to 
address areas where Gillespie Dam Bridge does 
not meet current AASHTO standards 
- $10.4 M Total; $9.1M Construction

•• Phase TwoPhase Two –– Repaint bridge – remove all 
existing paint -- $6.1 M$6.1 M

•• Phase ThreePhase Three – Build new bridge downstream 
and convert old Gillespie Dam Bridge to 
bicycle/pedestrian/local use only - $45.3 M$45.3 M



From the 1920From the 1920’’s to 2008 & beyond s to 2008 & beyond –– this this 
Historic Bridge has a story to tellHistoric Bridge has a story to tell……

Upcoming fall 2008 article on 
MCDOT restoration efforts

Working to 
update AAA of 
Arizona tour 
guide book for 
Arizona & New 
Mexico to 
include more 
on Old US 80 
and the bridge



Questions?

Please help us restore this Please help us restore this 
Arizona engineering landmark.  Arizona engineering landmark.  

Thank you.Thank you.



Cycle to the Salt Cycle to the Salt 
Bicycle Lane Projects 

Round IV – 1996 – Completed 1999

Round V – 1997 – Completed 1999

Round XIII – 2005 – Will bid FY’09

Prior MCDOT 
Enhancement 

Projects


