Maricopa Association of Governments 2007 Regional Human Services Summit
Youth and Crime Issue Pairing Template

	
	Issue #1 Youth
	Common areas
	Issue #2 Crime

	Definition
	Minors under the age of 18, including those who are exposed to risk factors like drugs, academic failure, family conflict and peers who encourage delinquent behavior.  
	At-risk youth involved in crime activity such as gangs.
	According to Arizona Revised Statutes, a crime is a misdemeanor or a felony.

	Target population
	At-risk minors under the age of 18 in Maricopa County. 
	At-risk youth involved in crime activity such as gangs in Maricopa County. AZ ranks third in the country for juvenile violent crime and fourth for juvenile property crime. Juveniles made up 13 percent of violent crime committed in 2005; Glendale and Mesa experience some of the highest juvenile referral rates in the county.
	Crimes committed in Maricopa County. AZ has the highest rate of serious crime and property crime in the country. Phoenix is in the top 30 for serious crime. Rates of rape and arson have increased in recent years while overall the rate of crime decreased by .18 % from 2004 to 2005. 

	Literary review
	Kids Count Data Book; Arizona’s Child Abuse Information Center; Educational Testing Service 2005 One-Third of  Nation: Rising Drop-out Rates and Declining Opportunities; Institute for Mental Health Initiatives 2002 Competent Kids: A Guide for Fostering Resilience
	Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 2004 Youth Survey; Commission on Minorities 2002 Equitable Treatment of Youth in the AZ Juvenile Justice System; AZ Department of Juvenile Corrections 2004 The Decline in Arizona Juvenile Crime.
	Arizona Department of Public Safety 2005 Crime in Arizona.

	Key models
	America’s Promise; National Drop-out Prevention Strategies; Aguila Leadership Institute. 
	Balanced and Restorative Justice approach; juvenile curfew programs; juvenile drug court diversion program.
	Pro-active policing; Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods (GAIN) events; Parallel Universe Program in AZ Department of Corrections; YMCA campus being built in Maryvale through cooperation of business, government and community.

	Decision makers
	Educators, parents, Child Protective Services.
	AZ Department of Juvenile Corrections.
	State and County governments; AZ Department of Corrections

	Other stakeholders
	Faith-based organizations; youth focused non-profit agencies and groups.
	Community based organizations; faith based organizations.
	Community based organizations; faith based organizations.

	Resources
	Social Services Block Grant; Cash Assistance; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF); Food Stamps; Kids Care (AHCCCS); Child Support Enforcement; Department of Education.
	Department of Juvenile Corrections; Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants.
	Department of Corrections; the Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime; AZ Crime Prevention Association; block watch programs.

	Barriers
	Limited funding for services; minority and low-income youth less likely to graduate; AZ has lowest school completion rate of any state in the country at only 55%; 15.7% youth without healthcare coverage (higher than national average); violence at home, in schools and in community make youth feel less safe; AZ youth use more drugs than the national average; a child is abused every hour in AZ.
	Minority youth overrepresented in juvenile corrections system; abused children twice as likely to commit crimes than children who have not been abused; greater than 95 % of incarcerated girls are victims of sexual abuse and drug use; leaving gangs can be difficult; new juvenile detention facility is experiencing overcrowding; two great centers on east side and west side, but demand exceeds capacity.
	75% of people entering adult incarceration test positive for drugs (higher than the national percentage); the prisons are overcrowded with 3,000 more people than they were intended to house; recidivism rates are high with 40% returning within 3 years. 

	Needs
	Safe after-school options; more out of home placement options; more equity in schools.
	More equity in juvenile justice system; alternatives to incarceration – especially increased law enforcement.
	More substance abuse programs; more alternatives to incarceration; more programs that rehabilitate and prepare for life after incarceration.

	Opportunities
	More community engagement like volunteer experiences; more teen centers.
	Peer mentoring; after school activities that prevent crime.
	Prevention programs; programs that reduce recidivism.








