Maricopa Association of Governments 2007 Regional Human Services Summit
Population Growth and Human Services Capacity Issue Pairing Template

	
	Issue #1 Population growth
	Common areas
	Issue #2 Human services capacity

	Definition
	Percentage and absolute population growth. Maricopa County is the fourth most populous in the United States and has added more than 600,000 people between 2000 and 2005.    Phoenix is the fifth largest city in the United States and between 2000 and 2005 added almost 150,000 people.
	Human services straining to keep up with increased need as a result of population growth and lack of infrastructure in some areas.
	The ability of a region to deliver human services and assistance that people need to maintain their quality of life. Also a measure of the performance and impact of services rendered.

	Target population
	Maricopa County residents including: 24 cities and towns, three Indian Communities and the unincorporated portion of Maricopa County.  Phoenix has experienced rapid growth and other jurisdictions have experienced more growth by percent.  Between 2000 and 2005, El Mirage population increased by 320 percent, Queen Creek by 280 percent and Buckeye by 200 percent.
	The unmet need in the MAG region that has increased as a result of population growth.
	Non-profit agencies and municipal programs in the MAG region. Currently there 1,320 human services programs and support groups in the region.

	Literary review
	MAG; Bureau of the Census; Department of Economic Security.
	AZ Town Hall: Arizona’s Rapid Population Growth- People and the Demand for Services 2006.
	ASU 2002: AZ Non-Profit Capacity Building Initiative Best Practices Report; Urban Institute 2001: Building Capacity in Non Profit Organizations.

	Key models
	MAG AZ 2050 Growth Scenario.
	Arizona Town Hall.
	West Valley Resource Coalition; Anthem Legacy Leadership Institute.

	Decision makers
	DES; MAG.
	Funding agencies; local governments.
	Funding agencies; local governments.

	Other stakeholders
	Municipalities affected by population projections and the funding related to such projections. 
	Community and faith based organizations; people who receive services.
	Community and faith based organizations; people who receive services.

	Resources
	DES; MAG; Census Bureau.
	DES; local foundations; Maricopa County; private donors; fundraising activities.
	DES; local foundations; Maricopa County; private donors; fundraising activities.

	Barriers
	Difficult to produce accurate population projections due to rapid growth.
	Infrastructure needed to deliver services affected by rapid population growth.
	Limited funding; limited tools to assess changing needs.

	Needs
	Accurate population projections will make planning and funding activities more effective.
	Increased capacity and more efficient service delivery.
	More funding; more collaborations and communication.

	Opportunities
	AZ Data Estimates and Projections Task Force through the Governor’s Office.
	Proactive planning that takes populations increases into account.
	Collaborations between agencies that offer services.








