Maricopa Association of Governments 2007 Regional Human Services Summit
Domestic Violence and the Civil Legal System Issue Pairing Template

	
	Issue #1    Domestic Violence 
	Common areas
	Issue #2       Civil Legal System

	Definition
	A pattern of behavior used to establish power and control over another person, with whom an intimate relationship is or has been shared, through fear and intimidation, often including the threat or use of violence.  


	Family law cases where domestic violence (DV) has been present. These cases may include legal separation, divorce, child custody and visitation, property, alimony, and child support awards. Some DV victims may also sue their abusers in civil court for damages or for violation of protective orders. 
	The body of law relating to contracts and suits as contrasted with criminal law. Civil law covers suits of one party by another for such matters as breach of contract, negligence or compensation for damages. The standard of proof in civil cases is preponderance of evidence - a greater weight of evidence for than against, which is a weaker standard than absence of a reasonable doubt.

	Target population
	Persons who are victims and perpetrators of DV. 

	Victims of DV who seek redress through the civil legal system by obtaining legal separation, divorce, child custody, child support and/or compensation for damages. 
	All citizens, permanent residents and undocumented persons in the United States are subject to the civil legal system. 


	Literary review
	MAG Regional Domestic Violence Plan; 2006 Regional Human Services Plan; VAWA 2001&2005; VOCA; AZ Revised Statute 13-3601; Morrison Institute Layers of Meaning. 
 
	VAWA; Victims of Crime Act; AZ Revised Statute 13-3601; Family and Children Topics at AZLawHelp.org. 

	Family Law in the 50 States; Family Law Quarterly, ABA; AZ Supreme Court booklets on Child Support in AZ, Custody and Parenting Time, and Divorce in AZ; Family and Children Topics at AZLawHelp.org by AZ Foundation for Legal Services and Education.  

	Key models
	Duluth, MN Model (coordinated community response), Regional Crisis Intervention Team trainings. 
	AZ DV Legal Assistance Project by AZFLSE; DV Civil Benchbook by CDVIC; family advocacy centers (FAC). 

	AZ Foundation for Legal Services and Education’s Domestic Violence Legal Assistance Project. The project provides free legal assistance to victims of domestic violence and their families, including assistance with civil legal matters, such as divorce, paternity and custody, housing, consumer and benefit cases. 

	Decision makers
	Federal government (pertaining to funding); state government; police; prosecutors; judges; victims and perpetrators. 
	Federal and state governments; prosecutors and judges. 
	Federal and state legislators; prosecutors and judges. 

	Other stakeholders
	DV service providers; DV advocates; faith-based organizations; community. 
	DV service providers; DV advocates; faith-based organizations; community. 
	Everyone. 

	Resources
	Federal and state monies; DV service providers; volunteers. 

	Legal assistance through Fresh Start (divorce only); AZ DV Legal Assistance Project through AZ Foundation for Legal Assistance and Education; Community Legal Services; DV advocates in some courts; AzCADV Legal Advocacy Hotline; family advocacy centers.
	Community Legal Services; AZ Bar Association for locating an attorney; CDVIC; AZ Foundation for Legal Services and Education.

	Barriers
	Lack of shelter capacity; lack of culturally appropriate services; lack of awareness on how to access services; stigma. 

	Lack of funding for free or low-cost legal representation; and lack of funding for DV advocates in all jurisdictions (and enough in others). 
	Fear of legal system; lack of knowledge on how to access legal system; dual-arrest policy; lack of DV advocates in some areas; long waits for trial dates; high cost of attorneys. 

	Needs
	Affordable housing; long-term transitional housing; emergency shelter; job training; pro-bono attorneys; affordable day care.

	Pro-bono and low-cost attorneys. 
	More public education about legal system and how to access it; more low-cost legal representation; more training for civil and family law court personnel on domestic violence. 

	Opportunities
	Shelter expansion through capital campaigns; raise in minimum wage laws; more “one-stop shop” services, such as FAC model.
	Expansion of FACs and addition of new SW Valley FAC; cross-training DV advocates in the courts and court personnel (including judges and prosecutors) on DV. 
	Expansion of DV legal assistance programs to assist DV victims in pursuing civil and family law matters; online DV training available through City of Phoenix Police Department.  
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